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|) Zyewsorales 
KOJIRO ANDTHE 
FUTURE OF THE MUROE 
ENDO TEAM 












UH, WHAT? 
THAT MAKES | 
NO SENSE. 
VOLUME OF 
WHAT? 














SHE MIGHT 
BE TINY, BUT 


SHE'S GOT 
TALENT!! 


TER 
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FOR IT TAKE 

A WHILE TO 

FIND THEIR 
FEET. 





(S 


OH, 
I'VE GIVEN 
UP ON 


BEEN DOING 
REACHING / THIS SINCE 
igre THEY WERE 


BEEN DOING 
THIS FOR 
I THINK, YEARS. 


ALL THINGS 


SY 
BECAUSE 
BY THAT TIME, 
Lees EVERYONE ELSE 


HAS ALREADY 


BEEN AT IT SINCE } 


JUNIOR HIGH 
OR EARLIER. 


JUST MEANS 
I HAVE TO 
\ 
was HARD \ RELAXATION 


AS ANYONE OR HEALTH. 


THIS IS WHY 
MOST PEOPLE 
DON’T START 
KENDO IN 
HIGH SCHOOL, 
YOU SEE? 


MATCH 
UP TO 
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THAN of _\|i\ \\\¢ 
ANYONE. | \\I)\\W% aha? 
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STRONGER. 
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AQ) =NOOOO!! 









STOP y I WANT TO 
u OTR 
S BEING RMON ane" 
vA BIG ALAS, ane Havine 






> BABY & > RAs FLUNNNN!! 






\ CATCH PEOPLE | 
OFF GUARD. SAYA. NE N\\ | Bi 





diay 


Jyh) YEAU, It's |S 
/7) coov and |= 





IT THINK 
THIS MOVE 
WILL BENEFIT 
THE BOTH OF 
THEM. 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
SPEAKING 


DOWN TO 





dar 


WHEE) 


NOW YOU'RE 
THINKING 
WITH YOUR 
HEAD! NICE AND 
LEADERLY-LIKE, 
\, T HAVE TO SAY! 


SS 











PERSONALLY, 
I'D BE 


SURPRISED IF 
I OR THE 
REST OF THE 


ANY SCREEN 
TIME. 





ANYWAY, 
YOU CAN'T 
TEL! 


ANYONE, 
SENPAI. 


I'D NEVER 
HEAR THE 
END OF THEIR 
SQUEALING. 


STATION ARE 
COMING TO 





It HAPPENS — 23 FOR SOME- 
JUST AS I WAS THING THIS 

WONDERING MOMENTOUS 
WHAT WE'D DO oe | TO HAPPEN 
THIS SUMMER, |? TO OUR 
NOW THAT I'VE TEAM... 


GIVEN UP ON 
6yoKuRyuukI. / 


THINKING WE 
COULD WIN A 
SPOT IN THE 
MEET IF WE 
PUSHED 
HARD 


TAKING 
OUR ENTIRE 
OF WINNING, ; ENDO MEE 
THAT WOULD Ry, AN KYUSHL 
, WOULD COST 
AN ARM AND / 












NR > ’ 
Yet: 
cova) — SOLELY MY 


“f 3g poral | MURMUR! OWN CLIRIOSITY 

| ME BEING 

| FORCED 
TO LEAVE 


y Ai TRY, BUT I CAN'T 
| WITHIN THE | 
| YEAR... 


JUST THROW AN 
INEXPERIENCED 
TEAM TO THE 
WOLVES LIKE 















«el SN'T 
SOMETHING 
THAT MATTERS 
TO THE 
STUDENTS. 







REPLACE- 
MENTS 
AFTER 


I DON'T 
CARE ABOUT i I THINK 
WHAT 4 T'VE FINALLY 
HAPPENS GOTTEN 
TO ME OVER MY 


ANYMORE. Z HANG-UPS. 





Wuy? We're f= 


JUST FORMER 
HIGH SCHOG. 
TI 


DON'T YOU 
HAVE ANY 


OTHER f 
_) FRIENDSI? >i 5 Fl y 
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WE'D LIKE 
TO FILM THE 
AND 
Wee GIRLS INA 
GOING TO 
USE THIS 


S 


BUILDING: MARTIAL ARTS HALL 


THE PLOTS 
OF ADLILTS... 
AND THE 
DESIRES OF 
GIRLS... 


THESE 
THINGS 
BECOME 
INTERTWINED 
IN THE 
“BURNISH 
SAGA,” 
STARTING 
NOW!! 








CHAPTER 86 DRAFT UNVE/LING: PART © 


THIS IS THE LOOK OF THE DRAFT THAT 
I DRAW UP FIRST AND SEND OFF. JUST AS 
YOU SAW HERE IN CHAPTER 86, IT'S GOT ALL 
THE MUROE HIGH FOLKS HANGING OUT AND 
GOOFING AROUND. I CAN PRACTICALLY DO IT 
WITH MY EYES CLOSED...THOUGH IT TAKES ME A 
WHOLE NIGHT. TYPICA I JUST ASK THAT THE 
CHAPTER BE DONE FAITHFULLY TO THE DRAFT, 
BUT AS YOU CAN SEE, IGARASHI-SENSE| DOES 
ADD LITTLE PROPS AND EXTRA MOVEMENT TO 
PEOPLE IN THE BACKGROUND AND OTHER 
DETAILS THAT FLESH OUT THE SCENE. I 
THINK IT REALLY ADDS TO THE FUN OF 
WHAT YOU SEE. 
CMASAHIRO TOTSUKAD 
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Om.) will determine 
s/.-|| our winner!! 
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Ryouko- 
chan “| 


fantastic ~S 








Pyles 


aya 
/-)7/punishment 
Y ame!! 


H y 
A massage? 
Is it punish- 


reward? 





AT FIRST 
SHE WAS 
JUST A SIDE 
MEMBER WITH 





It 
SEEMS LIKE 














SEEMS LIKE 
WE'LL HAVE 


ANOTHER 
BALLBUSTER 
TODAY. 


WANT A 
DRINK? 


AROUND, 
OOE-SAN! 
YOU CAN'T 

RETIRE 











| 
RS 
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CAWIKS 


BAD! I FOUND 
A PLACE WITH 





HAT 
E 


IN 
BARBECL 














LET ME 
KNOW WHEN 
YOUR PLANS ARE 
SET! I'LL ASK 
SOME OTHER 
PEOPLE IF THEY 

CAN COME!! , ¢ 


NEXT TIME 
IGETA 
VACATION. 
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THEY'LL > STOP THAT, 
HEAR YOU mr Rs 
OUTSIDE. ys 
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YOU EVER 
PUT ME ON 


THE LEVEL 
OF THAT 
INFERIOR 

E. 


WE NEED 
TO BE IN 
UENO AT 7 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 





I DON'T 
WANT TO BE 
AROUND HER 


MEANING 
“SPORTS” 
" 


I'M BEAUTIFUL, 
SMART, A GOOD 
ACTOR, CUTE, 
ATHLETIC, FRIENDLY, 
TALENTED— AND 
EVERYONE NEEDS 
TO KNOW THAT!! 


AND WHAT 
DO I MOST 
HATE HAVING 
TO DO WITH 
HER? LOCA- 
TIONS FOR 
BURNISH!! 





INTENDED 
TO SHOW 
OFF HOW 
WELL I 
CAN PLAY 
SPORTS!! 


TO SHOW 
THAT I COULD 
INSTANTLY JOIN 

A REGULAR HIGH 
SCHOOL TEAM 
AND STILE PLAY 

LL! 


CHAN MAY 
BE RATHER 
FOOLISH... 


) 


ONCE SHE 
WHY 1S THIS || GRaBBED SOME 
DAMN EXTRA ATTENTION 
TREATED LIKE || tyERE, SHE 
MY CO-STARI? STARTED 
TAINTING ALL 
THE OTHER 
PORTIONS 
OF THE 













IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER, 
RYOUKO. 








SHOWING \ 
THE VIEWERS 
A DIFFERENT 
SIDE OF YOU 
WILL HELP 
GARNER FANS 
AND SUPPORT. 










POPULARITY 
IS SECONDARY 
TO ME. 


GOT LOOK TO 


PARTICULAR J tyaT? OTHERS. 





LOOK, I'VE 
GOT SOME 
DELICIOUS 
PICKLED 
VEGETABLES 


PARENTS!! 
HERE, HAVE 


I DON'T WANT 
THAT MONKEY- 
GIRL LOOKING 
BETTER THAN 
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DAMN YOU, 
ERINA 
SAWAM/: Al 4 
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I'LL BET 
YOU WERE 
PRACTICING 
IN SECRET!! 
















I'VE PUT I WASTED 
COUNTLESS MY VACATION 
HOURS INTO TIME WORKING 
THIS, JUST WITH A COACH, 
7O SOAK IN KEEPING IT 
THE ENVY A SECRET 
OF THE FROM THE 
PRODUCERS... 








+MY ONLY AT THIS 
USE HERE POINT... 
/S TO PROP 
THAT BITCH 


UPI! 








— I-LEARNED HOW Ve 
—TO.PITCH FROM A 
PROFESSIONAL 
COACH! L— 
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INTO THE 
STANDS!! NO } 
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SHE HASN'T 


TRACK 
PARTICIPATED . 
] LaTeLy, Due To ANDTFIELD 
THE INCREASE 
IN HER WORK 
HERE... 


Neale 


i 





OBJECTIVE 
WAS TO 
SPOTLIGHT 
YOUR 
TALENTS. 


BELIEVE IT! 
SHE PLAYS 
UP THAT 
DITZY 
AIRHEAD 
ANGLE AND 
HIDES THE 





IT SEEMS 
LIKE YOU 
CAN HANDLE 
ANY SPORT. 
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Basil, 
Pc crawace 
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TO THINK 
YOU HAD 


SUCH 
TALENT. 





YES. 














































































































MY 
GRANDPA'S 
FRIEND RAN 

A KENDO 
DOJO, AND I 
WAS FORCED 

TO GO. 


THIS IS MY 
100% BEST 
CHANCE TO 
BEAT THAT 
IDIOT!! 


SESS 


ONCE DID I EM BUN 


“| NoTHING BuT (//\ PEEL LIKE I Swoosiy 
EXCITEMENT. WAS HAVING 
FUN DOING 





GOING TO 
SHAME HER 
LIKE SHE'S 3 

E NEVER BEEN = 
_  SHAMED 
BEFORE! & 





I | |] 
KNOW. fF ditl 




















CHAPTER 86 DRAFT UNVE/LING: PART O 

















BONS ' 
| (CHAPTER 89 





I'VE 
NEVER SEEN 
SOMEONE 
PICK IT 
uP sO 
QUICKLY! 


you've 
GOT 
SUCH 
4 TALENT! 














TALENTED AT 
IT, THOUGH! 
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SOMETHING 
ABOUT BEING 
FED UP WITH 

A LIFE OF 





THAT ONE 
INDIVIDUAL 

















BuT 
TO THINK 
WE'D RUN 
INTO EACH 

OTHER 


HERE... £ 


AND EVEN 
IF SHE 
DOESN'T, 
SOMEONE 
ELSE WILL 
FILL THE 
voip. 


SAKURAI- 
SAN MAY 
HAVE RUN 


OFF, BUT 
SHE'LL BE 
BACK. 


I'D HEARD 

YOU GOT 

INTO THIS 
BUSINESS... 


I'M JUST 
HERE 
BECAUSE I 
WAS THE 
CLOSEST 
AVAILABLE 
SUBSTITUTE 



























I WAS 
HOPING TO 
PRETEND 
WE WERE 
ACTUALLY 
FRIENDS... 


THIS WAS MY 
BEST CHANCE 
TO KICK HER 
OFF THE 
THRONE AND 
PUT RYOUKO 
TODA THERE. 





NOT A VOTE 
OF CONFIDENCE! 
IT'S TOO LATE 


FOR REASSUR- (a~ 


ANCES ONCE 








“a 
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Vv ik 


RECORDING! 

ERINA-CHAN 

COULD GET 
HURT! 


SS 


ane 
KS 


THAT'S ALL 


| IT TAKES TO 


OUT OF THE 
GROUND 
AND SCARED 
THE POOR 
HORSEY... 





EXPERIENCE . 


WITH IT, 


APPARENTLY. 

JUST HASN'T 

PUBLICIZED 
IT. 


WE SEE 
THE FACES 
OF GIRLS 
WHO YOu 

DON'T GET 
TO SEE 
OTHER- 








IT WAS 
SUGGESTED 


I'M SURE 
SHE WANTS 
TO WIN ONCE, 
RATHER THAN 
TO KEEP 
LOSING TO 
ERINA-CHAN. 
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wo 
ng 
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EVEN IF WE 





TEENAGE V/ 

GIRLS vo | YEAH, 
Look Goop | ILIKE 
IN THOSE /| KENDO! 
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vA PAR- 

TICULARLY 
TALENTED 

GIRL ON 
THE SHOW. 


IN A DECADE. 


THERE 
WAS ALSO 
SAIMURA, 
THE LITTLE 
ONE THEY 

CALLED THE 

SECOND 
COMING OF 

SAKAKI. 


wld 
SAKAKI’S 
ADVISOR. 


REMEMBER 
IT WELL 
BECAUSE IT 
WAS THE 
FIRST JOB 
I EVER 
GOT ASA 
SCRIPT- 
WRITER. 


WAS HER AND 
YAMADA, THE 
ONLY OTHER 
GIRL WHO 
COULD HANDLE 
SAKAKI. 


WAIT A SEC, 
I THOUGHT WE 
HAD ANOTHER 
LETTER FROM 


A SPECIAL 
PROGRAM 
ABOUT GIRLS 
IN MIDDLE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL 
WHO WERE 
ACTIVE IN 


TO HEAR 


ABOUT THEM. 


I WONDER 
WHAT 
THEY'RE 





‘OR OUR 


oF 
SUMMER 
SPECIAL. 





AFTER 
THAT, I'M 
OUT OF THIS 
BUSINESS. 
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L Kr WHAT YOU S A Dey 6 
WANTED. nil 
= y IAL. 
oe ge 




































































YOU'LL 
NEVER 
FIND 
ANYTHING ( ®™ 


KENDO IN 
GYM ASA 
STUDENT. 


BULLYING, 
BUT... 


\NOTILL 


I WAS 


NOT LETTING 
ERINA DO 
ANYTHING AS 
DANGEROUS 
AS KENDO! 


PAINFUL!! 


BEATEN TO 


TEARS ON 
NUMEROUS 





110 


IT'S NOT 
THE KIND 
OF PLACE 
THAT CAN 

Aeron to 

TURN DOWN 
OFFERS! 


lee ERNA 
SAWAMIVAS 
CHAN'S 
MANAGER, 
RIGHT? 


. 


WE PUT 
NO ONE'S TOGETHER 
EVER BEEN 

SERIOUSLY 





j THIRD-RATE 
PARTICI- , am) ACTORS THAT 
PATE? NOBODY CARES 
ABOUTI! 


‘ 
i 


MCT Fee 


. SHE DOES 
NEN ver gest 


@ 


N 
& 
THE WORK, 


FRAIL BODY 
AND ALL. 


, COULD 

\ IT'S A \ ‘pareLy 

\ WONDER SHE WATCH HER || SPEAKING ON 
HASN'T BEEN \) HER BEHALF 


MAIMED HORSE 
BECAUSE SHE 
ALREADY!! " |) CAN'T TURN 





ARMOR 
OR NOT, IT'S 
STILL ABOUT KENDO HAS 
STRIKING ARMOR, SO 
EACH OTHER COMPARED 
WITH BAMBOO fi’ TO OTHER 
SWORDS!! i 7 


i t 
THE SHINAI  eteuKi® d YOU'RE IN 
cour snap, <li THE Most A WORLD OF 
AND SPLINTERS > cancerous <i> Pain Ir THE 
COULD FLY INTO <f SUN SHINAI GETS 
YOUR EYE AND é > INTO THE 
BLIND YOU!! CY GAP BETWEEN 
THE ARMORED 


PLATES!! 


BLISTERS 
BREAK 
AND BLEED 
EVERY- 





) You KNOW WHAT 

KENDO IS? IT'S 

SOMETHING THAT 

GORILLA-WOMEN 
DO, THE TYPE 
THAT NO ONE 

WILL CARE ABOUT 
IF THEY GET 


COMBAT!! 


AND IF 


N 
YOU TRY TO 
\, CALL MY ERINA 


A GORILLA, 
I'LL TAKE 
YOUR ASS TO 
COURT!! 








APPARENTLY 
I'M GOIN 


TIME BEING. 


S — 





BR 
= 
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GREATEST 

oe ON MY 
ll (i.. 
y REMEMBER 

Y GET TOO 

INVESTED, 
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ACTUALLY, 


IT'S MORE 
LIKE A 
CONDITION. 




















ITLL 
BE MORE y 
EXCITING THEY WANT 
2 HER KENDO 
BACKGROUND 
KEPT UNDER 


4 THE AGENCY 
WANTS HER 
TO WIN ONCE 
IN A WHILE. 


Qaae 


Na’ 


MUROE 
HIGH IS IN, 
T THINK. 


ACCORDING 
TO SAKAKI'S 
ADVISOR, 
SHE'S IN. 





SHE'S GOT 
A MEET SOON, 
SO SHE'S REAL 


AND THE 


GETS TO FACE 
URA SAKAKI. 


SOME- 
THING 
ELSE. 


EVERYONE 





you 
REALLY 
DON'T LIKE 


4 
Ty 
SN 

0) 
Xs 

nN 


ABLE POWER 
OF TELEVISION. 





e Ve IT 
I'M GOING oe Me, 
ERI-CHAN. 





TRYING 70 of iT SEEMS LIKE 
- TURNS RYOUKO 
COVER IT Out K 
Es TODA'S 
SO SHE CAN to 
CREAM YOU Sone Paors ARE ™ 
ON THE KENDO No | 


BEFORE. 


THE ENTIRE ¥ ~~ . I THEY'RE 
SHOW IS TRYING DOING IT 
TO TURN YOU ’ - BECAUSE YOU 


INTO A LOSER! 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
MAKE IT 

FAIR!! 


THEY'RE 
GOING TO 


CALL KENDO ; , 
KOMACHI, AGENCY LIKE 


THIS TEAM OF OURS HAS NO 
INCREDIBLY SAY IN THE 
TALENTED MATTER!! 
KENDO : BECAUSE 
GIRLS. RYOUKO 
TODA'S 
AGENCY 


+ THEY'RE 
EVEN CALLING 
SAKAKI, SOME 

GIRL WHO'S 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE A ONCE-IN- 
A-GENERATION 

TALENT. 





I DON'T CARE 
WHAT THE 
AGENCY SAYS! 
I'M GOING TO 
HAVE THAT 
PROJECT 
CALLED OFF!! 





I CAN'T 
LET THEM 
THROW YOU 
TO WOLVES 
LIKE THOSE 
MONSTERS!! 





LET ME 


PARTIC/- 























CHAPTER 86 DRAFT UNVE/LING: PART © 


WHEN I DRAW MY OWN SERIES, OR FOR 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN A COMEDY MANGA, I 
DON’T BOTHER WITH A DRAFT. I JUST START 

DRAWING DIRECTLY ON A BLANK PAGE. WHEN I 
DREW MATERIAL PUZZLE, I ONLY WHIPPED 
UP A DRAFT OF THE FIRST CHAPTER. EVEN 
WHEN I DO DRAW A DRAFT, I DON'T THINK, 

"DO IT QUICK BECAUSE YOU MIGHT HAVE 

TO FIX IT LATER.” I TRY TO MAKE IT AS 

COMPLETE AS POSSIBLE FROM THE START. 
I WILL OFTEN DRAW IT NOT WITH A 
SKETCHING PENCIL, BUT A PEN, SO THAT 
I CAN'T REDRAW ANY PART OF IT. 
CMASAHIRO TOTSUKA) 








REMEMBER THE 
GIRL YOU GOT 
WAY TOO HUNG UP 
ON, THE ONE WHO 


ABOUT, 
KUROIWA!?, 


YOU GREAT 
BIG IDIOT!! 





on (72 sen. 





ERI-CHAN’S 
GOING TO 
REALIZE I'M 
A TOTAL 
BEGINNER 
IN NO 


















































CHAPTER 91 
MUIRUKA NAKAMURA 
ANID UIRA SAKAKI 


fe . 4 























THE DEAL? 
ARE YOU 
COMING 
OR NOT? 
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WHAT'S 
THE PLAN, 
MIRUKA? 


OH, 
stop it THERE 

WITH THe YOU GO 
TRA- AGAIN... Jj 


POLITENESS. 


me } 
A\ one O\a 
ASC M bor DR eS 
AI ij KN X 





SSTUvENT 
2 NOW! 


I'LL BET 
THEY'RE 
SMART. 


A 


I LOST IN 

THE FIRST 

ROLIND OF 
THAT NATIONAL 


THAT'S 
RIGHT... 


IMPORTANTLY, 
TODAY WE'RE 
GOING 
ON A... 





+FOR 
INVITING 
ME TO THIS 
GATHERING! 


I DON'T THINK 
I CAN EVER 
THANK YOU 
ENOUGH... 


A-AFTER 
ALL, THIS 
IS MY FIRST 
TIME... 
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MYNATAK TITS! 
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eed IFI ... THAT I WOULD AT THAT ANDI NEVER. 
WOULD KEPT GRADUATE FROM MOMENT, I SAW SENPA/, 
NEVER UP WITH (INDO AND WORE... AGAIN AFTER 


HAVE A KENDO... MOVE ON. THAT, DAY. 
Le 


BOY- 

FRIEND 

ENTIRE 
LIFE. 











I'M STILL 
NINETEEN, 


YOU OKAY? 
YOU JUST GOT 
m YOUR LICENSE, 
RIGHT? 
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\\ \w ay- 


) 


AND, RATTLED 
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ADVERTISE 
ALL KINDS 
OF sturr ON BE THE 
THAT SHOW! SPECIAL 


WE ARE NOT 
LIKE YOUR 
SHALLOW, 
GARDEN- 

VARIETY 
COUPLE. 


; | 
SOMETHING ACADEMY! 
NEW TO | \ 
SHILL!! 


HEY! IF YOU 
GO ON TV, YOU 
MIGHT GET TO 
MEET TAKISUN!! 


THERE IS 
NO MEANING 
IN MEETING 

UNDER THOSE 

CIRCUM- 

STANCES. 


WE ARE 
ALways 
CONNECTED. 















AND WHERE 
WERE YOU 
VACATIONING 
DURING THIS 
CRISIS IN 
YOUR OWN 
DAUGHTER'S 
LIFE!? 


IT IS THE 4 
FORTIETH YEAR X FOLLOWING. 
SINCE HIS é 
SINGING DEBUT. 
YOU WOULD 
NOT EXPECT ule RECENT 
ME TO MISS } 
THAT, WOULD 
YO 








COACH!? 
COACH 


moto? \ 7g 


S= MY FINAL 
= OPTIONIN! 
ee 


Wy 
‘oe / 
ep 4 /f 














TIME FOR ME |» 
TO EXORCISE. 
THIS DEMO 
THAT, 1S; 
POSSESSING 
YOU, | 
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ARE THE 
MEMBERS OF 
THE MUROE 
HIGH GIRLS’ 






















































































IS FINALLY 
HERE! 


WE CAN'T 
HELP THAT, 
EIGA-KUN. 








SEX: GAKYUIN 





+ ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
FILM MIYA- 
MIYA...ERR, 
MIYAKO 
MIYAZAKI'S 


SO I CAN'T 
SAY IF IT WILL 
LIVE UP YOUR |? 


ARE THEY 
BEGINNERS? 
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I'M MOVING 
FORWARD WITH 
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~KENOO.KOMACHI AND FIVE-G/IRL KENSE/~ 


© KENDO KOMACH/ 

A GROUP OF KENDO GIRLS FROM MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, 
INTRODUCED BY OKAME TV.TWO YEARS AGO. THE GIRLS 
WERE SELECTED FROM SOME OF THE BEST TALENT AROLIND 
THE COUNTRY. NINE.IN TOTAL. CFOUR APPEAR IN OUR SISTER 
SERIES, BAMBOO BLADE B.) 


© IRA SAKAKI C2ND-YR / KYUSHU) 
© LIMEKO YAMADA (2ND=YR / KANSAI? 
® TOUKO ISHIZUKA (3RD-YR / TOHOKU) 
© MIRUKA NAKAMURA CIST-YR'COLLEGE / HOKKAIDO? 
© RIN SUZUKI C2ND-YR/KANTO) 
°? 
°? 
°? 
® KAGUYA SAIMURA 
(3RD-YR MIDDLE SCHOOL / KYUSHU) 


COUSINS 


KENTA SASAMORI ———"~"" YUL O0GITO 
C6TH-YR ELEMENTARY? CIST-YR’MIDDLED 
*PROTAGONIST OF BBB 


© FIVE-G/RL KENSE/ 

A COMPETING UNIT OF KENDO GIRLS CREATED BY OSHISHI TV 
IN RESPONSE TO KENDO KOMACHI. FIVE GIRLS WERE SELECTED 
FROM ALL LEVELS OF EDUCATION. BECAUSE THEY CHOSE 
TALENT AND STRENGTH OVER LOOKS AND GIRLINESS, THEY 
ARE SAID TO BE THE MORE POWERFUL TEAM. 
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OMAKE MANGA THEATER © 


© WHAT PEOPLE THINK WHEN THEY 6) 
SEE A LOVEY-DOVEY COUPLE 





AFTERWORD 
SO, WE'VE ARRIVED AT THE "BURN/SH ACADEMY ARC," THE FINAL 
CHAPTER OF BAM&OO BLADE. THE STORY HAS LASTED MUCH LONGER 
THAN I THOUGHT IT WOULD, BUT WITH THE CONCLUSION OF THIS 
THREAD, WE SHOULD REACH OUR END. 


I FEAR THAT DUE TO IGARASHI-SENSEI’S TERRIBLY CLITE AND GIRLY COVER 
ART, SOME PEOPLE MAY HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN BY THE IDEA THAT THIS IS A 
“PRETTY GIRLS PLAYING KENDO“ COMEDY, BUT IN FACT, IT IS AN “OLD DUDE 
STRIVES TO GROW AND OVERTAKE ANOTHER OLD DUDE WHO'S JUST A BIT BETTER 
THAN HIM" STORY. BE SURE TO WATCH THE PROGRESS OF OOE, KUROIWA, AND 
KAMESAKI AS WE GROW CLOSER TO THE ENDING. BY THE WAY, THE BAMBOO 
BLADE ANIME IS MOST CERTAINLY A “PRETTY GIRLS PLAYING KENDO” COMEDY. IF 
THERE WERE TO BE A SECOND SEASON, THEY WOULD PROBABLY CLIT OLIT THE 
BOYS ENTIRELY. BUT DON’T WORRY. I HAVE SCENARIOS DEVISED FOR ALL OF 
THE MAIN GIRLS IN THE STORY, SO IF IT DOES HAVE A SECOND SEASON, 
YOU CAN STILL ENJOY IT. 


THE BURN/SH ACADEMY STORY IS ONE THAT I'VE HAD PREPPED SINCE THE 
START OF THE MANGA—A TALE THAT I'VE BEEN WAITING FOR YEARS TO TELL. 
THE OTHER PARTS OF BAMBOO BLADE WERE MADE UP AS I WENT ALONG, BLT 
I FEEL LIKE THIS PIECE OF THE STORY IS QUITE CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED. AS 
IF TO REFLECT THIS, I'VE BEEN WHIPPING UP THE DRAFTS LEFT AND RIGHT. AT 
THE BEGINNING, I WOULD OCCASIONALLY BE A BIT LATE WITH DRAFTS. I'D SEND 

THEM A FEW PAGES AT A TIME SO AS NOT TO SPEND TOO MULCH TIME ON IT, BUT 
I RARELY EVER SENT IN AN ENTIRELY CONSTRUCTED DRAFT AT ONCE. WHEN THE 
ANIME ADAPTATION OF BAMBOO BLADE WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED AND I GOT 

MY SERIES IN OTHER MAGAZINES TO LOWER THEIR PAGE COUNT REQUIREMENTS 

CTHIS WAS AROUND VOLUME 6), I WAS FINALLY ABLE TO SEND IN SEVERAL 
CHAPTERS’ WORTH OF DRAFTS AT ONCE, WHICH SOLVED MY PROBLEM. AFTER 

THAT, IT WAS MUCH EASIER TO RELAX AND WORK ON DRAFTING THE SERIES. 


BEFORE THE SERIES BEGAN, I HAD ENVISIONED A SERIES LASTING ABOLIT FIVE 
VOLUMES: PRACTICE MATCH WITH MACHIDO -> TAMA’S JOB -> TV SHOW WITH URA, 
ERINA, AND RYOUKO. BUT BY THE TIME VOLUMES 1 AND 2 WERE OLIT, ANIME 
OFFERS WERE ALREADY BEING KICKED AROUND, AND IGARASHI-SENSE| WAS 
REALLY ENJOYING DRAWING THE SERIES, SO I WAS FINE WITH DRAWING IT OLIT 
A BIT LONGER. MOST IMPORTANTLY, I COULD THINK OF SEVERAL OTHER 
THINGS TO TRY OUT, AND THERE NEEDED TO BE MORE CONTENT TO FILL 
UNTIL WE GOT TO BURN/SH, SO IT SEEMED LIKE NO MATTER WHAT, WE'D 
GO OVER TEN BOOKS. 


AFTER THIS, WE'LL BE HEADING STRAIGHT INTO THE 
CLIMAX AND CONCLUSION OF THE STORY. COMING UP NEXT 
VOLUME IS URA'S RETURN AND THE LEAD-UP TO THE FILMING 
OF THE TV SHOW. HOPE YOU LIKE IT. 


AT THE MOMENT, THERE'S A SIDE STORY CALLED BAMBOO BLADE B RUNNING 
IN A MAGAZINE CALLED MONTHLY SHONEN GANGAN. VOLUME 1 CAME OUT THE 
SAME DAY THAT THIS VOLUME 11 DID IN JAPAN. THE CONCEPT IS DIFFERENT FROM 
THE MAIN SERIES, BUT I HOPE YOU'LL CHECK IT OUT (CURRENTLY NOT 
AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH). I ACTUALLY HANDLE THE ART IN THAT ONE. IT'S A 
STORY ABOUT GIRLS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL. I HOPE TO LUISE UP SOME IDEAS I 
HAD THAT WOULDN'T FIT HERE IN BAMBOO BLADE. MY HOPE IS THAT THE 
COMBINATION OF BOTH SERIES WILL COMPLETE MY ENTIRE VISION FOR THE 
WORLD OF BAMBOO BLADE. I'VE ALSO GOT A CONCEPT FOR "C," BUT THAT 
WILL HAVE TO WAIT FOR NOW. PLEASE STICK AROUND FOR MORE STUFF 
TO COME IN THE WORLD OF BAMBOO BLADE. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower 
than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used 
in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

-senpai: Used as a suffix or alone to address one’s upperclassmen. 

kouhai: The opposite of senpai, used to address younger schoolmates or team members. 
-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 


Page 18 

Okoge: The name of this restaurant, literally “burned,” is the term for rice at the bottom of a 
pot that has been overcooked until it’s lightly browned and fragrant. While this was a common 
occurance in the past when rice was cooked in pots over woodfires, in the age of rice cookers this 
effect can be easily recreated for those who have a taste for it. 


Page 41 
Yakisoba: Chinese-style noodles that are stir-fried with a special sauce, pork, and vegetables. 


Okonomiyaki: A pizza-like dish originating in western Japan consisting of a batter with 
various savory ingredients such as meat, veggies, seafood, cheese, etc. that is then cooked on a flat 
grill. The name means “cooked-as-you-like-it,” a reference to the many different combinations 
of toppings. 


Page 138 
Kitakitsune University: This fictional school takes its name from the “northern fox,” com- 
monly known as the “Ezo red fox” in English. 


Page 164 
“Justice, launching!”: The phrase spoken by Gundam SEED protagonist Athrun Zala when he 
launches his mobile suit, “Justice.” 


“This is crazy, Katejina-san!!”: A line uttered by Uso Ewin, protagonist of Mobile Suit 
Victory Gundam, to the violent antagonist, Katejina Loos. This has become a jokey catchphrase 
among Japanese V Gundam fans online, often applied to any scene in which anything could be 
described as “crazy.” 


Page 169 
Takoyaki: A specialty of the Osaka area in Western Japan, takoyaki (often described as “octopus 
balls”) is diced octopus cooked in a savory batter and molded into balls that are then seasoned. 


Page 180 

Rin-pyo-to-sha-kai-jin-retsu-zai-zen: A chant, known as the “Kiyji-kiri,” with accompanying 
gestures practiced by certain priests and schools of martial arts. The nine characters stand for: 
power, energy, harmony, healing, intuition, awareness, dimension, creation, and absolute. 


Seal: The kanji on the seal pictured here, when read in a certain way, says “You should be dead.” 
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